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CGRRESPONDENCE. 


BLASPHEMY. 


Mr. Epviror—Although I have been a resident in Pennsylvania to: 
upwards of twenty years, it was not until I perused the 23d No. of the 
Correspondent, that 1 had any idea of a law existing in this state for the 
punishment of what is denominated blasphemy. It is true, I have heard 
it said that a sailor was fined, some twenty-five years ago, in Philadel- 
phia, for swearmg “ by the frosty face of Jesus Christ ;” and that the 
law under which he was tried, was an old English Statute, passed in the 
reign of William and Mary, when this state was a colony. How any 
of our judges could have recogmzed such a statute appears to me incon- 
ceivable ; for in the constitution of this state, (Art. 9, Sect. 3.) it is ex- 
pressly said ‘‘ that no human authority can, in any case whatever, con- 
troul or interfere with the rights of conscience ;”’ and by section 7th, it 
is declared, that ‘‘ the free communication of thoughts and opinions is 
one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every citizen may freely speak 
and write on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.” 

I conceive, therefore, if our constitution means any thing, that it vir- 
tually repe aled the colonial law ; that the sentence of the poor sailor 
was an arbitrary stretch of power ; and that the attempt now making to 
revive the law, indicates an intention to subvert the liberties of the coun- 
try, and to restore the;ogpressive sway of a foreign despotism. 

But the law is not only repealed by the constitution—it 1s abomina- 
ble in the eye of common sense. It is a law by which every religion, 
or sect of religion, may, while in power, persecute all the rest, if they 
presumed to exercise the right of freely communicating their thoughts 
and opinions, By this law might be seen, in one cuurt, a christian 
prosecuting a deist ; and in another, a deist prosecuting a christian— 
the one for questioning the legitimacy of Jesus Christ ; and the other 
for saying that Jehovah had an equal, and that his justice cannot be 
satisfied but by injustice. 

The ignorance, the timidity, and thessuperstition of man, have created 
a thousand spiritual phantoms which have no positive or real existence 
in nature ; these frightful productions of the human imagination are, 
however, very highly estimated by their original progenitors. The 
more distorted the object of adoration is, the more it seems to excite the 
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pious affection of its devoted victim. Fanaticism and folly are alway: 
the concomitants of false religions ; and when once the human mind is 
subjugated and placed completely under the dominion of superstition, 
reason loses all the energy of its character, and the moral world be- 
comes a chaos of ignorance, vice, ‘and misery. It is amidst this general 
darkness that hot-headed, religious enthusiasm sets about the business 
of protecting the phantoms of its own creation. This must be done 
either by civil or ecclesiastical law, annexing a terrifying penalty to 
each violation. But who is this law to protect? The answer to this 
would be different in different countries ; and even among the sectaries, 
professing substantially the same religion. Among the Christians, the 
Trinitarians would contend for a law which should cover over the 
sublime and mysterious doctrine of the Trinity, and guard the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost against human outrage and profane obloquy.— 
Among the Arrians and Socinians, the law would go only to protect 
Jehovah himself, leaving the Son and Holy Ghost to shift for themselves 
and defend their character in the best manner they could. Thus Chris- 
tians themselves would be unable to agree upon the persons or beings 
whose character the law of Blasphemy ought to protect. 

In countries not professing the Christian religion, another and dis- 
tinct class of spiritual idols are set up as objects of adoration ; ; and, of 
course, all these Blasphemous laws, as they ought to be called, go to the 
point of guarding their character, such as it is, against the slanderous 
insults of those who come under their jurisdiction. The character of 
Mahomed is as sacred in Turkey as that of Jesus is among the Chris- 
tians. Zoraster commands the adoration of the Persian w orld, and his 
character is profoundly sacred. Penetrate into the Indies, and you will 
find the sacred name of Fot commanding the adoration of inillions, and 
it would be blasphemy there to speak against his divinity. The same 
remark in spirit and principle, will apply to all the sublime and digni- 
fied phantoms of all the other nations of the earth. 

The advocates for the laws of Blasphemy say, that there is one su- 
preme God, and that his character ought to be protected, whatever may 
be said concerning the inferior divinities. But it may be asked, who 
gave to legislators on earth the right and the power of making laws con- 
cerning the character of the Creator? Is he not fully competent to 
protect his own character, without recourse to the malignant and perse- 
cuting arm of human flesh? Yes, and there is no man, or set of men, 
on earth, that has a right to make laws respecting the religious opin- 
ions of individuals—let those opinions be what they will. The law 
should take cognizance only of immoral actions, leaving to each indi- 
vidual the absolute right of modifying his theological ideas according to 
the best judgment which human reason can form on the subject. Who- 
ever is not sufficiently civil to the divinity he adores, must look to that 
matter himself, and settle the dispute in the best manner he can. Let 
legislators look to the morals, the science, and the virtues of society— 
with theology they have nothing to do; it is beyond the sphere of their 
jurisdiction. 

ARISTIDES. 
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Mr. Eprror,—The annexed ts a second letter in continuation of the 
correspondence began last year, as published in the second volume of 
your work, page 386: I hope you will publish it. JuVAMOR. 

Hudson, 22d June, 1828. 


Sir:—In my last letter | urged you to attentively read your Bible 
with particular reference to the Calvinistic C reed ; but would now soli- 
cit of you the like attention to it in reference to the character and attri- 
butes of the Deity. ‘The more pious deists, struck with the immensity, 
grandeur, brilliancy, and order of his visible works in the material uni- 
verse, adore in silence the great unknown. 


‘ An awful reverence checks their songs, 
“ And praise sits silent on their tongues.” 


But Moses and others, called inspired writers, in claiming an intimate 
communication with him, and presuming to delineate to human compre- 
hension his excellences and his will, have degraded the very idea of him. 
Instead Of a spirit omnipotent, omnicient, just and wise in perfection, 
the Deity of the Old and New Testament appears, though the fabrica- 
tor of all nature, and of its laws, a corporeal being, with human passions 
and imperfectious ; contending unsuccessfully w ith S satan, his indepen- 
dent antagonist. Instead of a display of his perfect love, knowledge, 
and unering skill in bis general plans and creations, the works of his 
hands run counter to his | intetitions, and are, in the opinion of his wor- 
shipers, in sure progress to eventuate in the endless exhibition of penal 
torture aud horror, and of his interminable vengeance ! 

A formidable rebellion of Angels against his per eh has raged in 
heaven, his high and holy h: .bitation ; ; since which Satan’s influence 
with him has been such ‘that, in sociable conversation with him, he 
moved him to destroy righteous Job without a cause. When his co- 
equal son was on earth, Satan entertained him in the wilderness forty 
days without food, and then tauntingly perched him on the pinnacle of 
the temple. An underling agent of Satan, called the prophet Samuel 
out of the blest abodes against his will. The deity wrestled with Jacob 
who, he confessed, had power with him, and had prevailed. He, after 
holding a council of heavenly spirits, sent one of them with lies to de- 
coy Ahab to his destruction. He descended from heaven to the tower 
of Babel, to ascertain whether the information that had come to him 
concerning it was true. He tempted Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, 
to ascertain the steadfastness of his faith. Most of his miracles in Egypt 
by Moses, were imitated by the magicians ; but in making lice, their 
skill was exceeded. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart, to shew his great 
power in his destruction, and to get a great name through all the earth. 
He declared it to be his will to visit the iniquities of fathers upon their 
posterity. His sons took them wives of the daughters of men, and be- 
eat giants of old time, men of renown. And the sacred texts inforce the 
blind and exploded doctrines of necromancy, astrology, exorcisms, and 
the stationary fixture of the earth, in contradiction to the demonstrations 
of the physic ‘al sciences. 
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if it be urged that, notwithstanding these, and a thousand other al- 
surdijties, the unbelievers in the doctrines now called orthodox, are in the 
minority, and ought to judge of them with deference to the opinions of 
the majority ; I answer, that evidence is the criterion of truth, and in 
this case reason is denied to be a competent witness, and as inspiration 
and revelation are the only allowed decisive evidences of their truth and 
consistency, of which, in opposition to reason, I, and all such as me, are 
destitute ; we are not authorized or licenced to adopt that creed, or even 
to hold a truce with it. But I deny being in a minority of unprejudiced 
enquirers. It 1s true that the orthodox leaders, always combined, and 
organized, having so generally the old prejudices, and also the loud and 
intollerant acclaimations of bigoted ignorance on their side, have hither- 
to, by proscription, intimidated into silence most of the unbelievers, and 
then vauntingly claimed all the mutes for their approvers. But they, to 
fill up their intelligent majority, have need also to claim a host of less 
wary and scrutinizing unbelievers, who acquiesce in their system from a 
prepossession of its utility to society, and in the education of families. 
All this, however, is insufficient—those leaders, in our free states, fee] 
their ground g gtving way ; nor could it have so far sustained them under 
their former practice of calm preaching, and an unfrequent use of the 
old printed catechism. What of late mainly sustains their progress, is 
their united, and too successful efforts in squeezing, chiefly out of the poor 
and labouring classes of the community, by the most artful and pitiful 
means, immense funds by which they support colleges for educating big- 
oted youths gratuitously for their ministry, as well as missionaries, for- 
eign and domestic, and itinerant exciters of fanatical awakenings, and 
c ontribute largely to Bible, Sunday School, and Tract Societies ; whence 
pamphlets, and small books of legendary tales, are profusely and freely 
distributed in families, taverns, and steam-boats, for pre-ocupying and 
inflaming the minds of children and simpletons, before the arrival of the 
arch enemy, ripe-reason. ‘To which is added every other attention to 
decoy the minds of the weak, uninformed, and sensitive ; whereby a dura- 
ble taint is fixed in the breast, repelling with horror every after examina- 
tion or counteraction. 

Vain and futile, indeed, is the pretence of the salutary tendency of 
such a system on the peace and order of societies and families. The 
earliest direction of the infant’s body and mind, ought to tend to its 
adaptation to the scenes and concerns of the world wherein he is born, 
and to which his labours and researches are limited. But the false sys- 
tem in question, inculcates a disrelish of all its enjoyments and concerns : 
fires the imagination with terrors and extacies of a fictitious state, ex- 
clusive of the solid realities of this ; and will sit like an incubus on the 
progress of investigation and sentiment through hfe ; cherishing in the 
pious and fervent breast, the ever prompt sense of the vast distinction 
between the regenerated and the corrupt in heart, end between the heirs 
of heaven and the heirs of hell, feelings destructive of that mutual charity, 
respect, and affection, which are the endearing cement of societics and 
faiilies. 

But these errors will be done away by the sure progress of the human 
mind; and periodical meetings for useful instruction, innocent amuse- 
ment, and the polish of manners, will succeed them. J, 
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REVELATION. 

Mr. Eniror,—l have for some time past thought of sending you 
my ideas of what a revelation would be, if given by such a being as the 
theologians call God, possessing such attributes as the *y ascribe to hini. 
What the y hold out to be the word of God, and the ey idences of revealed 
religion, I consider to be inconsistent with those attributes which they 
ascribe to him, when they tell us that he is eternal, infinite, and perfectly 
just, wise and good ; that he is omnipotent and omnipresent. 

I conceive that no person of sound mind, exercising his reason and 
judgment, can believe that such a Divine Being, if he saw it to be ab- 
solutely necessary to give to his rational creatures a revelation of his 
being and attributes, of his mind and will concerning them, would give 
it in such a way, that nine-tenths of the human race should not be able 
to know or understand it, without the aid of priests, councils, synods, 
or acts of parliments ; as it must be evident, that, if a revelation be 
absolutely necessary, it must be so to every individual whose rational 
faculties are sound and good: fora revelation to one, or a few only, 
cannot be a revelation to the whole ; and that it is absolutely necessary 
to be clear and unequivocal, as itis to be given; because without it is 
clear and unequivocal, it is imposible to demonstrate the existence of an 
* Eternal Intelligent Being,” exterior to, or above Nature. 

Doubtless, the human species are acountable beings; but, they are 
acountable to none but their fellow beings; or to the society to which 
they inividually belong. Ifthe human species were created by an eter- 
nal, infinite, and perfectly good Being, then, as his creatures, they ' 
must be dependant upon him “only for their existence, as he must have t 
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created them merely of his own good will and pleasure, whose good- 
ness must be equal to his power, without limits: and, as justice and 
wisdom are but modifications of goodness, so, inthe counsel of his 
own will, according with his infinite power, his omnicience and good- 
ness, he could not design, plan, nor exercise any means but what would 
effectually produce present and perpetuate good, or happiness to all his 
rational creatures capable of receiving it. 

If justice has any meaning is it not just, that I, as a reasonable be- 
ing although finite, should unite, and exert that knowledge, power, 
and goodness, with which [ am endowed, with a design to benefit so- 
ciety at large, but more particularly that part within the sphere of my 
connection, consistent with my own happiness ? 

It must then be evident that if there does exist such a divine Being as 
the theologians describe, who has made mankind accountable to him 
for their conduct, he must be, in justice, bound to make such a revela- 
tion of himself, and of his will to them as respects a general rule of 
conduct. Such revelation must, of necesity, have been so perfect and com- 
plete, clear and unequivocal, that it would be imposible to be misunder- 4 
stood by any one who had the proper use of his rational faculties ; mde- i 
pendent of the aid of any learned sophist or capricious designing priests, 2 

of synods or counsels, of kings or parliments! There cannot exist a doubt 
that such a Being must have been able to make such a revelation to his 
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creatures with the greatest ease ; and what he could have done with the 
greatest ease, that he would have done with the greatest pleasure.— 
Such a revelation being the same to every individual capable of receiving 
it, would need no voluminous record to imprint it on the heart or mind. 
Such a revelation being simple, complete, and unequivocal, would be 
to them for a king, a priest, and dictator, in all their concerns of im- 
portance, and exclude the necessity of expensive rulers and teachers. 

1 am pursuaded, that generally speaking, the learned, or men of let- 
ters among the teachers of religion, are hypocritical, and have some 
sinisterend. My reasons for such a persuasion are as follows :—First, 
because it appears to me, that learned men, who exercise their rational 
powers, must know that no religion can be supported without sophistry, 
fable, and falshood. Secondly, because men of letters, who study 
surrounding existences, must know, that intelligence is an acquired 
property ; that, there exists no innate ideas; that allideas are received 
through the medium of the organic structure of the senses, from exter- 
nal objects, and thus all intelligence is acquired; that intelligence can- 
not exist unconnected with a material organization ; that, therefor 
an intelligent being must be a material being ; that, all intelligent beings 
must be local and changeable beings, subject to decomposition, or ana- 
lization ; that, consequently, no oue intelligent being can be eternal, 
infinite, or independent ; that, they are only so many parts of the whole, 
which is the only eternal, infinite, self-existent; independent of its 
forms or parts, which are evanescent, contingent, relative, and depend- 
ent on each other, andthe whole. Thirdly, they are hypocritical teach- 
ers, because while they profess to approve of liberty of conscience, free 
enquiry, and the right of private judgmeut, and to disapprove of persc- 
cution for difference of sentiments, they can suffer their fellow creatures, 
to be persecuted, without protesting against it; and not only so, but 
many of them connive and rejoice at it! 








————— 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, JULY 12, 1828. 








FOURTH OF JULY. 

The Fifty-second Anniversary of National Independence was cele- 
brated by the Free Press Association, in the New York Coffee 
House. The company, consisting of about 80 gentlemen, sat down to 
an excellent dinner, provided by Mr. Stackhouse, at 3 o’clock, P. M. 
—Mr. Houston inthe Chair, After the cloth was removed, the Chairman 
gave the following toast : 


1. The People—The source of all political power—that source 
should be enlightened. 


Mr. Offen then rose, and addressed the company as follows : 


Mr. Cuairman ano Gentiemen,—~The history of the Christian 
world is black with the crimes of kingly tyrants; and its pages stained 
with blood, flowing from the innocent, but unfortunate victims of priestly 
cruelty and intolerance. ‘The subjugation of America was only wanting 
to root out the very name of liberty from the earth, and to establish an 
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uninterrupted reign of despotism.—--The government of England, al- 

ways the first to profess, but the last to grant liberty to nations, except 
for the object of plunder, having reduce «d to the level of vattle, the in- 
habitants of that ill fated country, conquered and robbed the East In- 
dies---murdermg some, and starving others of its inhabitants. Steal- 
ing, also, the ignorant but peaceable sons of Africa, and dooming them 
to perpetual chains. In this they displayed that detestable hypocricy, 

which alone belongs to the Christian character---professing a religion 
which regards all men as equal, and preaching the pretended liberty of 
the Gospel to men in slavery. 

Thus bloated with kingly and aristocratic pride, and flattered by 
priestly cant and cunning, the English government, to complete its con- 
quest of the rights of man, began to reduce the free born sons of Ame- 
rica to arbitrary taxation and bondage---never dreaming but that this 
country would be an easy, as it was their last, conquest---the only ob- 
ject in the way of almost universal empire. But the cold icy hearts of 
despots and cowards are soon dismayed, when opposed to the uncon- 
taminated blood which flows through the veins of men determined to 
be free. Yes, Gentlemen, it was the revolution of America that demon- 
strated the incontrovertible truth, that ‘“ the people are the source of all 
power.” But that source must be “ enlightened,” or the power will be 
corrupted by ignorance and superstition. 

The pride and insolence of kings are, comparatively, harmless, when 
compared with the cunning and craft of the priesthood, by which they 
prevent legitimate power from flowing pure from the fountain of the 
people. ‘These holy usurpers impose on man intolerant and contradic- 
tory creeds to poison his mind; and threaten him with never ending 
woe if he should, even by mistake, make a wrong choice. ‘They repre- 
sent Reason as a rebel against God and the church ; and caution man, 
in the name of every thing dear to humanity, to “ believe and fear,’ 
lest an angry deity should, in the interval of doubt and investigation, cut 
him off for ever. 

Monarchs know how to value these sanctified impostors; and, like twin 
brothers, they always unite to keepin ignorance and terror the people, from 
whom they derive all their mock importance, and on whose labour they 
live and fatten. The republic of America has been delivered from civil 
tyrants by its excellent constitution. But is there no other order of ty- 
ranny 2? Where is the American that can say “1 am as free as God and 
nature admits?” Who asserts this freedom ? Who puts it to the test ? 
for no man can be truly free who is not at full liberty to examine, and 
approve or reject, any, or every system of religion, on conviction of its 
truth or falsehood. I say no man ean be free in consequence of such 
conviction, if his person, property, or character receive injury, directly 
or indirectly, from any part of the community of which he is a member. 

Apply this to the dangerous influence of the priests of this country. 
If you, as honest, peaceable, and conscientious citizens, question the 
truth of what is called revealed religion, (a right which justly belongs to 
every human being,) will the Christian priest hold you guiltless ? Hy po- 
crite as he is, ke will not pretend to conceal his malignity. He has a 
thousand ways to injure you with impunity. He knows the theorv, and 
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puts in practice what his divine master said was his business on earth--- 
to set the husband against the wife, and the wife against the husband. 
He can, and often does poison the happiness of whole families, -H:s 
sanctified appearance, supported by awful warnings, can so operate ou 
the most fuithful wife, as to embitter domestic life, and render her who 
has ever been entitled to unbounded confidence and regard, an implaca- 
ble enemy. 

Who is it that priestly influence does not alarm? Is the presidential 
chair free from its influence? No! Are the judges afraid of the 
priests? Yes! Are Juries free to act contrary to the dogmas of the 
priesthood ? No! the priests have them already in bondage, by deal- 
ing forth the torments of a future world. Is the storekeeper free ? No! 
he will loose his bread, and be called infidel into the bargain. It will, 
perhaps, be said that the merchant is alone exempt from the fear of the 
church, But he, too, has his friends and acquaintances, who will de- 
sert him at the nod of the clergy : And who would keep company with 
the sons, or marry the daughters of those whom the pious good natured 
christians call infidels, and blasphemers? If I am asked whether there 
is no exemption to the reign of priestly tyranny ? I answer, Yes! It is 
the Free Press Association of New York ; and I will add, that until, 
like them, the citizens of this republic laugh at all priestly dominion, 
and oppose it according to the constitution of this free country, the 
people will not be the pure source of political power. 


Mr. Offen having concluded his address, the following toasts were 
given from the chair : 


2. The light of Freedom—lt is from the light of Truth. 
3, Nature’s code—The standard of the Universe. 
Ode—* Men whose sires for freedom bled.”-—Mr. Bruce. 
4. Reason—The centre of the system—we will continue to revolve 
around it. 
5. Truth—We will pursue it, even to the end. 
Song—* The Star Spangled Banner.”’—Mr. Bartine. 
6. Science—She knows no country—no party—no kindred. 
Ode— Hail to the time when the mist is receding ! 
7. The Press—Free to press down all oppression. 
8. Ecclesiastical power—'To the shades let it pass. 
9. States without churches—churches without state—but no church 
in this state. 
Song— St. Patrick was a genileman,”’—Mr. Bruce. 
10. Perfect freedom—instead of toleration in religion. 
11. May the law be founded on liberty, and liberty be guarded by 
Jaw. 
12. May the sword of justice be swayed by the hand of mercy. 
Song— Sweet are the flowers,”—Mr. Bartine. : 


The chairman now rose, and remarked:as follows: 


I have always been of opinion, since I could reflect on the subject, 
that no power in any country is paramount to that of a jury when once 
sworn—They are not only the judges of the fact, but interpretators 
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of the law. And this appears obvious from one consideration alone, 
namely ; that no man can be punished for an ofience against the laws, 
until he is convicted of that offence by a competent jury. No judge---no 
not all the judges in the country with the president of the United States 
at their head, can sanction the infliction of punishment for a crime which: 
has not undergone the investigation of a jury. 

It appears to me, therefore, to be an assumed power in any judge to 
attempt to dictate to, or control the opinion of a jury. ‘The moment they 
undertake, by oath or affirmation, to give “a verdict according to the 
evidence laid before them” all attempts to bias their minds are improper. 
Even the summing up of a judge appears to me to be reprehensible. 
Juries are bound to try the cause, not according to the gloss or colouring 
which the bench may think fit to give to the evidence, but according to 
their own understanding of that evidence. Judges are appointed to pre- 
side in, to regulate the forms of court, to preserve order, and to pass 
sentence when a verdict of guilty is returned. They are also the proper 
persons to apply to for advice when a jury are under any difficulty as to 
the law of the case; but further than this appears to me an illegal prac- 
tice, because if judges are permitted, whenever they think proper, to give 
opinions pending a trial, this can be viewed in no other light than influ- 
encing the case by something more than the evidence presented to the 
jury. 

The same objections occur against the practice of counsel addressing 
juries after the evidence is closed. ‘The latter are presumed to be men 
of intelligence, and therefore capable themselves of judging of the evi- 
dence. Ifthey are not ec: apalie, they ought not to be placed in a situation 
where their deficiency of intellect is supplied by the representations of 
those who are interested in distorting both the law and the facts. In 
that case, the verdict is obtained, not “‘ according to the evidence,” but 
according to the dexterity, or, perhaps, superior chicanery of the adyo- 
cate for the successful party. Entertaining these views, I have to 
propose the following sentiment, 


13. The full rights of juries, in substance as well as form. 


14. “ The rights of Man,”—May all nations have wisdom to under- 
stand, and spirit to assert them. 


After the preceding toasts were drank, the chairman begged to be per- 
mitted to make a few observations. 

In looking over (said he) the papers of this morning I observed that in 
almost every instance, them Editors, in remarking on the return of this 
day, attribute all the advantages which we enjoy from the revolution, to 
divine providence, without, in any way, recognizing the splendid achieve- 
ments and noble sacrifices of those patriots, to whom the country is 
mainly indebted for the blessings we now enjoy. 

When we consider the state of mental degradation into which society 
has been plunged by the priesthood, and which has been so ably illus- 
trated by Mr. Offen, we can be at no loss to account for the mass of the 
people entertaining the absurd notions which they profess, as to an over- 
ruling providence. But when we find the conductors of the press, who, 
from their situations, might be expected to possess enlightened minds, 
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indulging m the fashionable cant, we are compelled to believe either 
that they are destitute of those qualifications essential to public instruct- 
ors, or that they are the veriest hypocrites alive. : 

Is it possible for any reflecting and honest mind, to look back to the 
period when the struggle with Great Britain commenced, and which ter- 
minated im the establishment of our independence, without recollecting 
and acknowledging, how much we are indebted for that glorious result 
to the writings of the immortal Paine? Can any one whose mind is not 
spell bound by a fatal superstition, forget, that had not the genius of this 
great man given birth to his inimitable work entitled ‘Common Sense,” 
we should at this moment have been groaning under the tyranny of 
England’s king, notwithstanding the immense power, and the kind in- 
tentions of this so-much-talked-of thing called providence ? 

When this vast continent was languishing under a foreign despotism ; 
when its inhabitants were destitute of the talent or energy to stimulate 
opposition to the common enemy, was it the finger of God or of Paine, 
that was conspicuous in guiding the ‘* tempest torn vessel,” and steering 
her through the rocks and breakers, into a safe and commodious hae 
bour? Accustomed as we are to hear the name of Washington, and 
of other heroes of the revolution lauded to the skies, while that of Tho- 
mas Paine is not only neglected, but pronounced with scorn and con- 
tempt, and attempts made to consign his writings to oblivion by a base 
unprinecipled faction, 1 am confident the day is not far distant when 
justice shall be done the man, who, in every line that he wrote, and in 
every act ot his life proved himself to be the advocate of Truth, and the 
unwearied benefactor of the human race. 

For what is it that the name of Paine has been traduced, and stil! 
continues to be so by bigots and fanatics? Why is it that a man, who 
so boldly attacked vice in its very citadel, and so clearly pointed out to 
mankind the means of recovering their rights and privileges—why is it, 
I ask, that such a man should ever have been calumniated ‘—It is be- 
cause that, in displaying Truth in the vivid light so peculiar to his magic 
pen, he unveiled the frauds and impositions of powerful villany ; and, 
by exhibiting them in their native deformity, taught the human race 
how to appreciate liberty. It is because he “ tore the mantle from the 
sable hypocrite whe preyed with wanton ferocity on the vitals of so- 
ciety.” 

Notwithstanding all the attempts of the priesthood and of their igno- 
rant dupes, to decry the writings of Thomas Paine, the demand for 
them is every day increasing—a clear proof that had the principles he 
promulgated been of that pernicious tendency alleged by his enemies, 
they and their author would long ere this have sunk into merited oblivion. 
But it has been found impossible to blot his name from history; where, 
in spite of the efforts of tyrants, it will command the respect of posterity, 
and his works be sought after, when his traducers shall have perished 
and become forgotten. I shall, therefore, give you, as our next toast, 
15. “ Common Sense,” it tells us that the “ Crisis” is at hand, when 
the “* Age of Reason” shall establish the “ Rights of Man” on a per- 
manent foundation. 
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16. The memory of ali men, in every age, who have written and bled 
in the cause of Liberty. 

Song—* The scene was more beautiful,” &¢.—Mr. Bartine. 

17. The friends of Libe rty throughout the globe. 

Song— The patriot’s glory, Mr. White. 
18. Honor’s best employment—the protection of innocence. 
19. The Ladies we Love—May we always love the Ladies. 
Song— Green grow the rashes, O,”—Mr. Bruce. 
20. The friends who have left us since the last 4th of July. 
Song—* Harry Biuiff,’—Mr. Young. 
21. Our cause—May uo private bias, or selfish motive prevent any 
honest man from serving it. 

22. The Paterson, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Boston, and other socie- 
ties already formed, and now forming throughout the Unigp, for the 
diffusion of Liberal Principles. 

Song—‘ On this day,” &c.—Mr. Bartine. 

23. Success to the Greeks in their efforts to emancipate themselv 
from ecclesiastical as well as civil tyranny. 

24. The champions of the Free Press of England. 

Ode—* Ah we shall see that glorious day.” 


VOLUNTEERS. 

By Dr. Karsten. The memory of Benjamin Franklin, who by his 
‘genius taught mankind fearlessly to conduct lightning from the clouds, 
and to oppose the oppressions of tyrannical rulers, by arguments found- 
ed on Reason. 

By the same. The Free Press Association, of the City of New York, 
May its influence be as extended as its principles are calculated to pro- 
mote a sound intellectual cultivation. 

By Mr. Stackhouse. 'The Memory of Thomas Paine, who has done 
more to amelioraté the condition of the human race than any man that 
ever existed. 

By the same. The day we celebrate---may we continue to enjoy our 
liberties as long as this day exists. 

By Mr. Savage. The memories of Theobald Wolf Tone, and Robert 
Emmet---Irish traitors of 98 and 1803; their noble,though unsuccess- 
ful efforts in the cause of freedom, entitle them to rank with the greatest 
heroes and patriots of the American revolution. 


By Mr.C. C. Manwaring. The * Age of Reason,” and the “ Rights of 


Man.” May they soon superscede the Age of delusion and fanatacism, 
and the proscription and oppression of man by priests and despots. 

By Mr. Douglas. May every man be as free as the stars in the 
skies. 


By Mr. White. The priests of this country, like the locusts of 


E.gypt---the time will come when the country will cease to produce sus- 
tinance for them. 


By the same. The fathers of the Revolution---May their sons neyer 


forget them. 
By Mr. Dixon. Richard Carlile, the clergy’s moth, the people's 


friend. 


SIERPERER i a lk Or SRA eee 


EE RE WE Se ack STi SES 


hin ith aed a 











396 THE CORRESPONDENT. 


By Mr. Offen. 'The Editor of the Correspondent, whom British gold 
could not corrupt, nor American Priests intimidate. 

By Mr. J. Beames. May the enemies of truth and justice be always 
a day’s march behind us. 

By Mr. Diron. Mr. Offen, the fearless, steady, and persevering 
champion of liberal principles. 

By Mr.W. I’, Kells. For the benefit of mankind ; may the only props 
of Priestcraft decrease in arithmetical progression, and the common dif- 
f.rence be 400,000. 

By Mr. Edge. The Sun, the emblem of Light and Truth---May 
its rays forever dispel the dark shades of Error, lgnorance and Super- 
stition, and illuminate the Temple of Reason and Science. 

By Mr, Savage. Mr Robert Taylor, preacher of the Truth, as de- 
livered toll men: May his name be the last on the long list of victims 
to christian tyrranny and persecution. 

The Study of Nature---Instructress of Truth. 

By Mr. T. C. Bartine. Liberty of Conscience ; May it be supported 
with manly dignity, by all true sons of freedom. 

By Mr. Tucker. May the enemies of freedom fall like the leaves in 
Autumn. 

By Mr. J. Bruce. The memory of Robert Burns, whose works the 
priests condemn, but which wise men esteem. 

By Mr. C. C. Wright. ‘Truth, the sure guide to happiness, and 
Reason the best antidote for superstition, 


The Chairman now proposed “ the health of Mr. Stackhouse, for the 
sumptuous fare he had provided,” which was drank with great applause. 
The company retired about 8 o’clock, nauch delighted with the enter- 
tainment, which all enjoyed as ‘“‘ a feast of Reason,” unalloyed by any 
exuberent “ flow of soul.” ¥ 


Liberal Tracts.---We never had any doubt as to the favourable re- 
ception of the Tracts now publishing under the patronage of the “ Free 
Press Association;” but we scarcely expected the demand for them 
would have been so great as it has proved to be. A large edition 
of the first and second numbers having been already sold, and the sub- 
sequent numbers loudly called for, we are making arrangements to have 
the whole stereotyped, in order to meet the numerous demands from 
all parts of the Union. 

We are glad to find that the hint we gave as to the formation of 
“Auxiliary Tract Societies,” has not been overlooked. A letter from 
Utica, dated the 4th inst. and inclosing $5---states---‘* We shall shortly 
organize ourselves into a Society, to be denominated The Utica Inde- 
pendent Pioneer Tract Society. How the orthodox will be pleased 
with our assuming the word “ Pioneer” we know not; but we confi- 
dently trust that we may give them cause to repent it.” Other letters, 
containing similar remittances, have been received; and, judging from 

_ the trepidation observable in the ranks of fanatacism, nothing ever an- 
noyed the enemies of mental improvement so much as the appearance 


> 
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of these little harbingers of Reason and Truth. Endowed with perse- 
verance, we require only the support of the friends of liberal principles, 
to prostrate the hydra Superstition. 


THE EXPLODER. 
Concluded from page 382. 

The “American Education Society,” must be ranked’among the reli- 
gious traffickers of the day. To exhibitthe mighty advantages to be 
derived from educating the poor and pious, alias impudent and lazy 
young men, | make the following extract from a note to a sermon pub- 
lished i in 1826, by the Reverend “Mr. Sabine, a Presbyterian priest, at 
Boston. “That out of 527 young men which this society has patron- 
ed in ten years, only 34 are preaching the Gospel and ten only of these 
are settled or ordained. Whata small number in comparison to the 
number patronized, and the vast expenditure, which has been made 
during these ten years! Including buildings, founding professorships, &c. 
the expense cannot be short of half a million:’ Thus it appears that 
the young hirelings when educated at such prodigious expense, are an 
article not wanted. Such being the fact, it is useless to persevere in 
the manufacturing of them. 

The “ Western Education Society,” shail not have cause to complain 
of being overlooked. The managers of this society have some claims 
to a nich in the temple of fame. ‘They have prowled over the western 
district, and Have greedily gathered apples, butter, and bacon, flax and 
feathers, rye, rags, straw, and wiskey; in short, there was nothing so 
small as to be refused by their rapacity, and nothing too great for 
their capacious maws. ‘They have gone on with their cornerops, which 
they swapped for wiskey, and their pious ‘potato patches, until, by fore- 
ing their clownish piety scholars and priestly professors into Hamilton 
College, they have disgusted the best fe -elings of our finest young men, 
and nearly ruined that institution. There are now at the C ‘ollege, only 
about forty-five students of all descriptions, instead of 200 or 300 as there 
ought to be. Its professors and servants receive above $4000 per ann. 
[ rejoice at the prospect of seeing the College regenerated, by turning 


out the bigots and monks, and having their places supplied by men of 


science, free from sectarian theology. 

The * American Bible Society,” with its pompous and deceptive re- 
ports, its votes of thanks, its long list of great names, and dead auxili- 
ary Societies, now comes for a share of my compliments. It blazons 
its pretentions to the world as the means through which, and by which 
alone, ten thousand millions of human beings, created by infinite lov: 
and wisdom, are to be saved from the vengeance of that infinite love. 
We are not accustomed to view this society in its proper light of a grand, 
monopolizing printing establishment, that begs money, and descends to 
means of procuring it, whieh an honor: ible man would despise, to manu- 
facture books, which they SELL, but do not give away ; the speculation 


being profitable to the agents and all those who have the fingering of 


the cash.* Instead of printing cheap editions of the bible for gratui- 


* Since the above was writien, the Soc iety has published its report of the past 
year. From that document L learn, that during the vear, they issued 134,629 copies 
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tous distribution, it prints some editions of the most beautiful kind as to 
paper, type, and binding, and from the extent of the establishment, and 
having the salaries of its agents and its rents paid by contributions, they 
are enabled te manufacture rather lower than any other printers, so that 
printers and booksellers go there to purchase. 'The money thus received is 
represented in their reports as an evidence of the increasing desires of the 
community to procure bibles ; whereas the truth is, it is an evidence of 
the gradual extention of their printing monopoly.  Itsconcerns are 
not much understood. Its reports are aconvenient and cheap means of 
getting ones self puffed to the skies, and praised for piety which was never 
felt. Their report published in 1826, states compensation to traveling 
agents, (alias licensed beggars) $1763 89 cents ; rent for one year $1600 ; 
sundry petty expenses. $4469 94 cents, among which 1 estimate the 
Secretary’s salary at $2000 per annum ; assistant secretary $800 per 
annum ; agent 8600 per annum. Mechanics and laborers, who earn 
your bread by honest labor, look at these items, and ponder and wonder !!! 
In that year there were 222 ofits'auxiliary societies, which did not contri- 
bute in any shape a dollar. So it appears, that with all their fulsome 
flattery, and fawning praise, men become tired and disgusted with their 
importunate begging. 

The “ American Tract Society” is a younger branch of the same 
family. The remarks respecting the one are mostly applicable to the 
other. Many of the publications are notoriously fictions, and probably 
so stupid and false, that few intelligent persons ever read them. It is 
supported, like its prototype, by pompous reports and pufiing notices 
of patrons, some of whose names are conspiciously published in its re- 
ports for the liberal donations of 8 cents, 18 cents, 20 cents, and several 
at 25 cents each. I recognized among its principal patrons, men, accu- 
sed of smuggling, g: ambling, and debauchery. They relate sundry mar- 
vellous cony ersions, one of ‘which, published in their Christian Almanac 
in 1826, relating the effect of a Tract upon a young lady near Philadel- 
phia, is as false as the religion of Mahomed. No such transaction ever 
took place. Others of their wonderful stories, if closely investigated, 
would prove to be pious frauds, intended sto impose upon the credulity 
of the ignorant and vulgar. Among their disbursements last year, | 
find they paid for services of Secretary, Agent, &c. 1438 dollars and 
92 cents ; sundry petty expences, 1216 dollars and 27 cents.—These 
two sums, by their own account, page 16, would, at three for a cent, 
have paid for more than 814,557 tracts. The details of their contempti- 
ble shifts for obtaining money, by babies’ caps and pin cushion societies 
at boarding schools, will be hereafter attended to. 

The “American Sunday School Union,” with its imposing and mo- 
dest garb of heartfelt charity, though last not least, undoubtedly had its 
origin in a truly philanthropic motive of bestowing useful education 
upon the poor. But it has been seized upon with de light by the priests, 
and is fostered by them as a blessing heaven sent to prop their supersti- 


of Bibles and Testaments, of which number 127,357 copies were disposed of by 
direct SALE, while only 7,269 copies were given either to the rich or poor !! Such 
is the gratuitous distribution of the Scriptures, of which this ostentatious book estab- 
lishment and its friends so continually boast !! 
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tions, and to propagate a blind belief in the ridiculous trumperies of 
ages gone. Instead of cultivating the youthful understanding by books 
suited to its capacity, we find them clogging it with obsolete catechisms, 

which never were, and never will be understood ; dull, uninteresting 
tracts, founded on fiction, and a senseless jargon of psalms. The 
schools are not composed of the poor children. In this place, (Buffalo,) 
many of the parents of the Sunday scholars are among our most re- 
spectable citizens, and are able to clothe and educate them in the best 
manner, without resorting to the paltry farce of gratuitous instruction. 
Each sect tries to emulate the others, and to teach its children its own 
peculiar dogmas, which seldom fail to generate a pious hate towards al! 
who differ from them in opinion. Stand off, for Lam holier than thou.” 

I ask each of my readers to say, can there be a more preposterous 
idea, than that of preventing the immutable throne of God Almighty 
from tottering, and of supporting it by means of rag-bags and babies’ 
cap societies, pin cushions, mites, and cents ! 

I also ask. ** How long will you give your money for that which is 
not bread? “and ye simple ones love your simplicity, and ye fools 
hate knowledge?” Take counsel, whenever you are addressed for 
money by a man with a black coat, in the name of religion, recollect there 
are such ‘things as ‘“ wolves in sheeps’ clothing,” and keep your money 
to educate your own families. 


EXPLODER. 


** Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, &c.’’---Extract of a letter 
from Dublin:---The Association met as usual on Saturday, and the 
scene was a little enlivened by the receipt of 3581. 8s. 3d. rent ; and the 
hearts of the hearers gladdened by the announcement of the fornfation 
of a Juvenile Association of contributors, at the head of which was 
placed Master Thomas Joseph O’Connell Fitzsimon, first grandson of 
Danicl—a youth, we understand, of infinite promise, and now nearly 
three weeks old. The Sabbath was occupied by these people, who meet 
for religious purposes, in debate, fierce and fiery. 


King David. Hickeringill, an English clergyman, says that ‘ David 
was a man after God’s own heart, not in holinesss---that is not meant ; 
for besides adultery and murder, his many other sins, as cursing his 
enemies to the lowest pit of hell, is unaccountable. But “ after God’s 
own heart’? is a Hebraism, and in English signifies as much as [a man 
for my turn]---he will kill and slay as the priest commands and directs.” 


Vree Press Tract Fund.—Although the advocates of liberal principles are opposed 
to those Bible, Missionary, and Tract Societies, which have been established in this 
and other countries, the principle on which these Societies proceed cannot but 
receive their approbation. It, in fact, originated with the friends of civil and religious 
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liberty in Europe, and would, long ere this, have overthrown political as well as 
spiritual tyranny, had not measures been adopted to restrain the dissemination o! 
all writings calculated to dispel the mists of ignorance. 

A plan so excellent and efficient was not to be lost sight of by the paisethooi. 
They immediately perceived that a system so well adapted to operate on the 
human mind in favor of liberal principles, might, now that its progress had been 
arrested by the civil power, be acted upon with advantage in aid of religion. Pious 
tracts were thus substituted for those of a liberal tendency; and that mighty engine, 
the press, the value of which can only be appreciated when it is employed in diffusing 
knowledge, has been prostituted to the base purpose of arresting the progress of 
science, in order to extend the empire of superstition, and the influence of the 
priesthood. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious-tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of anature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection—to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than ten thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the in 


habitants. 
With these views, the “‘ Pree Press Association” respectfully solicit the co-operaj 


tion of the friends of Truth throughout the United States, who will be supplied with 
Tracts at cost prices. 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to. 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent. 

A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. <A 
donation of $5, to 250 pages annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. GEORGE HOUSTON, Free Press Tract 
Depository, 422, Broadway, New-York. 

The following Tracts are now for sale at the Depository. 

No. 1. Christian Mysteries.—S pages. 

2. Progress and Effects of Christianity —4 pages. 

* * All orders must be post paid, and accompanied by a remittance. Nos, 3 and 

4 will be put to press in a few days; and the subsequent numbers as soon after as 


the receipts will meet the expenses. 





Free Press Association —The meetings of the Association are now held in the Tem- 
ple of Science, (formerly the Bethel Academy) Elizabeth-Street, between Houston and 
Bleeker-streets. A Theological lecture will be delivered on Sunday, (to-morrow) the 
13th instant, at 4 o’clock, in the afternoon. The Scientific lectures are postponed 
during the continuance of the warm weather. 





Society of Free Enquirers.—This society now holds its meetings in the Long Rooin 
No. 163 Chatham-street, where lectures are regularly delivered every Sunday after- 


oon at 3 o'clock. i 
N. B.—There is an entrance to the room also in James-strectf. 





The CORRESPONDENT is published at 422 Broadway, by Gro. Houston & 
Co. Terms—#3 per annum in advance. The first four numbers having been 
reprinted, complete sets can be had at the origina! subscription price. 





